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PRESIDENT  KARZAI 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  William  B.  Wood,  U.S.  Embassy  Kabul,  Reasons:  1.4  (B  and  D) 

Summary 


l.(S)  On  January  20,  CENTCOM  Commander  Petraeus,  accompanied  by  Ambassador  Wood  and  CENTCOM  staff,  met  with  President  Karzai  and  his  senior  Nat 
India/Pakistan 


2. (S)  Petraeus  asked  Karzai  to  urge  India  not  to  curtail  its  cooperation  with  Pakistan.  India  would  never  have  more  positive  Pakistani  leaders! 
Civilian  Casualties  and  Afghan  Participation  in  Special  Ops 

3. (S)  President  Karzai  raised  the  civilian  casualty  issue.  Petraeus  assured  him  that  the  U.S.  was  taking  every  step  to  minimize  civilian  casual 

4. (S)  Petraeus  noted  that  the  increase  of  30,000  U.S.  troops  next  year  would  also  increase  combat,  leading  to  the  possibility  of  increased  civi 

5. (S)  Petraeus  noted  that  Karzai  had  not  acted  on  our  request  for  100  Afghans  to  accompany  our  special  operations  forces  on  night  raids.  Karzai 

6. (S)  Karzai  raised  the  issue  of  the  use  of  dogs  in  house  raids.  He  said  it  was  unacceptable  in  the  Afghan  culture  and  was  used  by  Taliban  prop 
Afghan  Taliban 

7. (S)  Karzai  raised  the  Quetta  Shura.  He  said  that  Afghans  didn't  understand  why  the  U.S  was  making  such  an  effort  inside  of  Afghanistan,  but  v 

8. (S)  Petraeus  assured  Karzai  that  we  considered  the  Afghan  Taliban  an  important  enemy  which  we  were  confronting  in  every  way  we  could.  He  unde 
Relations  with  New  Administration 


9. (S)  Karzai  raised  recent  critical  statements  attributed  to  Senator  Clinton,  but  said  he  was  enthusiastic  about  his  relationship  with  her.  Kar 

10.  (S)  Early  in  the  discussion,  Petraeus  said  that  he  would  be  returning  to  Washington  for  a first  meeting  with  President  Obama,  and  offered  tc 
2009 


11. (S)  In  conclusion,  Karzai  said  that  2009  would  be  a difficult  and  important  year.  Additional  troops  would  make  a big  difference.  Successful 
Other  Comments 


12.  (S)  Karzai  then  invited  other  Afghan  participants  at  the  table  to  make  comments.  Minister  of  Defense  Wardak  called  for  increased  coordinatic 

13.  (S)  Foreign  Minister  Spanta  expressed  concern  about  the  "fragmentation"  of  the  international  community  and  urged  the  U.S.  to  play  a more  act 

14.  (S)  Minister  of  Interior  Atmar  said  that  it  was  important  that  our  two  constituencies  — the  Afghan  public  and  the  U.S.  public  — be  able  tc 


15. (S)  NDS  Director  Saleh  simply  noted  the  need  for  a larger  NDS  and  asked  for  U.S.  support. 
WOOD 


